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Synopsis

Cole Richards has been training in karate for four years. He’s on the brink of advancing to his next
belt level, but as he prepares for his test, new challenges come his way. First, his dojo announces a
"create-your-own kata" contest to take place the same day as his belt test. Now he’s torn between
practicing for the test and making up a series of moves that will knock his sensei’s socks off. But
before he even begins with either challenge, he lands in trouble with a group of local teens -- and
then with his best friends, too! How will Cole handle the mounting pressure? With themes of
jealousy, competition, and bullying, Matt Christopher brings together important life lessons and the

thrill of karate.
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Customer Reviews

Both my boys (12 and 9) love Matt Christopher and this book!

Cole is an 11 year old karate student getting ready to test for his green belt. In Karate Kick, he is
confronted by a bully, helps someone come back to karate, steals something and has to make up

for it, and discovers that jealousy is useless. The tone is sometimes preachy. The book seems to



assume the reader has martial arts experience or knowledge, but unlike other sports, martial arts
vary by discipline and even by dojo. Belt colors donA¢A A™t always go in the same order and kata
and block, kick, punch, and stance names are not always the same. Because if this, it was often
confusing for my children who have been taking martial arts for almost a year and a half. Overall, an

okay book with a nice, feel good ending.
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